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COUNCIL

The Legal Aid Services Council is responsible for overseeing
the administration of the legal aid services provided by the
Legal Aid Department and the Department is accountable to
the Council for the provision of such services.

The Council may —

a.

formulate policies governing the provision of services
by the Department and give advice on the policy
direction of the Department;

review the work of the Department from time to
time and make such arrangements as are expedient
and proper to ensure the efficient and economical
discharge of the functions and provision of legal aid
services by the Department;

keep under review the services provided by the
Department and the plans for development of the
Department; and

consider and advise on the estimates of expenditure of
the Department.

The Council shall not have the power to direct the
Department on staff matters and the handling of individual
cases by the Department.

The Council is the Chief Executive’s advisory body on the
policy of the Government concerning publicly-funded legal
aid services provided by the Department and shall advise on -
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Front left to right: Ms Alice CHUNG (Deputy Director of Legal Aid/ Administration), Ms Corinne REMEDIOS, Mr Paul CHAN (Council Chairman),
Ms Virginia CHOI, Mrs Cecilia WONG

Back left to right: Mr William CHAN (Director of Legal Aid), Mr Stephen HUNG, Dr Witman HUNG, Dr L G LAM, Mr Michael DELANEY, Mr Edward LEUNG,
Ms Helen PANG (Council Secretary)

a. EBRER - RBBE - BERBEN  a  the eligibility criteria, scope of services, mode of service

AR RROKEE  LIRER delivery, future plans for improvements, funding
BRYBRNAKEZERNESTE requirements and future development of legal aid

policy;
b. BY—EBINEEREERN

AT R AT 5 & b.  the feasibility and desirability of the establishment of an

~ N independent legal aid authority; and
c. HITHRREAREREZERNEM

B ERIEEIE c.  any other aspect of legal aid which the Chief Executive
may from time to time refer to the Council.
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EERBNBEE  RERBRATHEE INTEREST GROUPS

BiREER  WEREERBIERME  The Legal Aid Services Council was established to advise
RRE - ARPESFMHEHBAFIE  the Chief Executive on legal aid policy and to supervise the
MEFNEE  BEPHABETHERE  provision of legal aid services provided by the Legal Aid
EEBMEMEERSE - Bk » XFBE  Department. In discharging these functions, the Council
1996 R LIZR - —HEAMERMBL  recognizes that obtaining operational feedback from
ARIBENEERERFMIERLE  stakeholders will assist in the delivery of high quality and
R - R20024F » KRFIL—EIERZR effective legal aid services. Hence, since its establishment in
B ALY AEMEER/NE - DERM  September 1996, the Council has held meetings with legal
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aid panel lawyers to exchange views on different areas of
legal aid work / services. In 2002, a formal structure known
as Interest Group was set up for broad participation by panel
lawyers in reviewing specific areas of legal aid work. In 2003,
the Council invited non-governmental organizations to
join the Interest Groups. Later in the year, District Council
members and academics were also invited. Each Interest
Group is chaired by a Council member. Other Council
members are also welcome to join.

Generally, the terms of reference of an Interest Group are —

a.  to make recommendations to the Council on ways and
means to improve the subject under the purview of the
Interest Group;

b. to report back to the Council feedback and/or
comments in respect of the subject under the purview
of the Interest Group; and

C.  to consider any issue relating to the subject under the
purview of the Interest Group referred by the Council or
other interested parties.

Prior to September 2008, there were three Interest Groups,
namely:

a. Interest Group on Assignment System and Monitoring
of Assigned-out Cases;

b.  Interest Group on Processing of Legal Aid Applications;
and

C.  Interest Group on Scope of Legal Aid.

In September 2008, the Council considered more efficient
to discuss the related issues under the purview of different
interest groups under one roof. The Interest Group on
Assignment System and Monitoring of Assigned-out Cases
therefore merged with the Interest Group on Processing of
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20114 » XRBHBEEB/NMIKE ° Legal Aid Applications. Council member Mr Stephen HUNG
AEEREE  WHELARABNF  was appointed Chairman of the merged interest group
BB - DIEBEE/NER T/E - B/ which was renamed as the Interest Group on Processing,
BB ABREMBRTIEM  BKEERE  Assignment and Monitoring of Assigned-out Cases. At the
BEZ  BEEE (RBEEMEEH  same time, Council member Ms Corinne REMEDIOS was
A ) - SETED - BEEET ~ KA~ appointed Chairman of the Interest Group on Scope of Legal
BA B TEM - REEM &R Ad

M EERE - BIRA - AR ERBEEHRE

fT/EE « 2R S - mEEMB/) [0 2011, a membership drive was launched. Invitation to
04 e ey 2 AN AR EGEREE o A attract more new members was issued with a view to casting

AEEHES - a wider net and to keep up the momentum of interest.
As a result, the Interest Groups grew in membership with
T/ broadened composition. Members include academics (in the

- legal as well as social studies fields), accountants, architects,
CINA=S VR , — . . . .
ARBERFHFRMIL LN &y barristers, a doctor, a dentist, engineers, an environmental

L A )2 B e /T AR o 3 Ut . )

LR B REETR 73:125’]\'5@5 consultant, an information technology consultant, a
=] i, 5 = = : i i i

@ﬁ%?’mﬁ%@x jﬁﬁ%#g”%ﬂf” landscape architect, various members of the social services

EE  ELLFEREREA > OERAR T4 field, solicitors, and surveyors. The two interest groups will

@FERBILENES ~ TEEERBE continue to advise the Council on subject matters under their
YMTAENES ~ TWRENH AR

purview.
Marg THENE L, N TEEEMNS
HivE, ERMIAE- WORKING PARTIES
T /NEA TN B BB TR The Councdil also forms working parties as necessary to study
% o specific issues and make recommendations to the Council or

to plan and organize activities of the Council. During the year
under review, four working parties were in operation. They
were the Working Party on Community Legal Services, the
Working Party on Independence of Legal Aid, the Working
Party on Cross-strait Legal Aid Conference and the Organizing
Committee for Seminar on Legal Aid.

Membership of the Interest Groups and the Working Parties
is at the Appendix.
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