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THE GOVERNMENT

The Council maintains regular contact with the
Administration, an important stakeholder of legal aid.

In April 2011, the Home Affairs Bureau provided the Council
with copies of two papers the Administration submitted
to the AJLS Panel in the same month. One is about the
progress of legislative amendments on the criminal legal
aid fees system in which, among other things, the proposed
adjustment to criminal legal aid fees was incorporated.
The other one is a paper briefing Panel members on the
measures the Administration has implemented and intends
to implement to improve the provision of legal information
and free legal advice to members of the public. In August
2011, as a follow up to the views of the Council in respect of
the improvements proposed by the Administration following
the five-yearly review of the criteria for assessing the financial
eligibility of legal aid applicants, the Chairman wrote to the
Home Affairs Bureau expressing the Council's views that the
age requirement proposed for elderly legal aid applicants to
be entitled to a disregard in their savings in calculating the
financial eligibility limit of OLAS should be further lowered to
55 and urging the Administration to take this into account
in future review. In December 2011, the Bureau informed
the Council that the Administration had submitted a paper
to the AJLS Panel informing Panel members of the progress
of amendments to the Legal Aid Ordinance and Regulations
in respect of the OLAS and expansion of the SLAS, and
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REERETBNEMEZNEE © reporting the Administration’s views on other proposals
RBRIVBHARABEEMARFAA  to expand SLAS. The Bureau also informed the Council of
REEEZARBNARTEINEESR  the operational framework of a pilot scheme to provide
B E2012F3A » KFEWEI—4;  legal advice for litigants in person. The paper briefing Panel
TEBRZEGZEH/NABTBIMEST  members on the revised operational framework of the
EERENXH - RA  REBEEBAAE  proposed scheme was provided to the Council in March
B MEERIIEERHTES  RTE 2012 In the same month, the Bureau informed the Council
FE—IREE - LBMBEEALE that they had given LegCo notice to move a resolution to
STEIFIEB ST BIANAGIERT - implement the amendments to the Legal Aid Ordinance for
the expansion of OLAS and SLAS.

S i
INTEREST GROUPS

RIEHZRREFRERR  BEH

ETERRBNSRENEEERE ©  Operational feedback from stakeholders will assist in the
KRBE1996FIARILIK - —HEEE  delivery of high quality and effective legal aid services.
fREEEL AR E EmEEEBARBERIR  Since its establishment in September 1996, Council has
TR 1£2002-034F/@ » AFHIL—E held meetings with legal aid panel lawyers to exchange
EREE - UERMEMAIEEZSE  views on different area of legal aid issues. During 2002-
ABEWNIIF  RRINBHEFBATHEBEI 03, a formal structure was set up for broad participation
ABBBNE - 7820044 - BEEHEEZE by panel lawyers. Coundil also invited non-governmental
BREEGKEMESE - £20114F * A/HE  organisations to join the Interest Groups. In 2004, District
BEEB/NAKE  ABREZEFE I Coundl members and academics were also invited. In 2011,
MBELARFABNATIOA » HEBFEE a2 membership drive was launched. Invitation to attract more
NERTAF - EEB/NERBABRAME new members was issued with a view to casting a wider
net and to keep up the momentum of interest. As a result,
the Interest Groups grew in membership with broadened
composition. Members includes academics (in the legal as
well as social studies fields), accountants, architects, barristers,
a doctor, a dentist, engineers, an environmental consultant,
an information technology consultant, a landscape architect,
various members of the social services field, solicitors, and
surveyors. In October 2011, a briefing cum cocktail reception
was held to let the new Interest Group members have a
better understanding of the work of the Council and Legal
Aid Department, and to enable them to get a grasp with
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the subjects and related issues of concern. In the following
months, those who have joined the Interest Group on Scope
of Legal Aid were invited to attend meetings for discussion
on the issue of provision of legal aid for legal assistance to
detainees. Altogether four meetings were held between
September 2011 and February 2012.

STAKEHOLDERS OF LEGAL AID

For the discussion on the issue of provision of legal aid for
legal assistance to detainees, key stakeholders of the issue
including the Legal Aid Department, Duty Lawyer Service,
Hong Kong Police Force, Customs and Excise Department,
Immigration Department, Independent Commission
Against Corruption, Hong Kong Bar Association and the
Law Society of Hong Kong were also invited to participate
in the discussion. Apart from understanding the existing
operational procedures and arrangement to handle the
matter, the Interest Group members were also briefed on
the concerns and difficulties that may be encountered
by the relevant government departments if the legal aid
service proposed by the Interest Group is implemented thus
enabling the Interest Group to consider in more details of the
matter before making recommendations to the Council.

On the study of community legal services, in order to enrich
the information on the services currently provided by non-
governmental organisations and community groups and the
need of legal services in the community, the Working Party
visited the Po Leung Kuk in September 2011 and met some
District Council members in February 2012.
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2B R LB MEETING WITH THE LEGAL AID SOCIETY, TAIWAN

£2012F4H3H » AEBIRMEEER A delegation from the Legal Aid Society, Taiwan visited the
e (T8 "wHe, ) sAAERIZER  Council on 3 April 2012 to exchange views on issues of
B E% ﬁﬁ!@tﬂ’]%%t?&ﬁi% interest. The Legal Aid Society (LAS) is a civil organisation
e —EERENRAEMB - E7E®R  inTaiwan. It aims at providing necessary legal assistance to
1 WEREEERBTHREAM « F4% ~  people of Mainland China, Hong Kong, Macau and Taiwan
RPN EE MM AL LM%E‘WMF?T in the hope that their legal right in the four places could be
@i’mE’J SRR WEKEEREE E ~ protected. Its members include judges, prosecutors and
BRE - BZMEALT  UEBFUELE  solicitors. Their participation in the work of LAS is completely
BEMIIE - MFEAHMMIRM » {8  voluntary. They promote legal aid services in the four places
HETHBEEREBRE - Z2IFAARBMET  through visits and exchange of views. The delegation that
BEXEEEREERE  WERMEM visited the Council included Chairman of the Society, its
TtHREE  MARIEMKERR/RME  Secretary and seven other members. Representatives from
TREAFEST  FEEEPNEER  the Coundil included the Chairman and Council Member, Dr
(BEREBR) RERLLTBERE © Witman HUNG. The Assistant Director of Legal Aid (Policy
HEEHY » AXBEEEBHBRFER - & Development), Ms Juliana OY CHAN was also present. At
FREDRFEAFMEMNERMEBEFZRERF  the meeting, matters concerning the eligibility criteria for
FREAXMER ° legal aid, costs of legal aid applicant and the application
procedures were discussed.
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CROSS-STRAIT LEGAL AID CONFERENCE

The Legal Aid Services Council
held its first Cross-strait Legal Aid
Conference on Friday, 27 May 2011.

The theme of the Conference was
“Legal Aid Services in Four Places’"
The Conference aimed at providing
a unique forum for sharing and
learning about legal aid practices in
Mainland China, Taiwan, Macau and
Hong Kong.

The Council was honoured to have Professor Alan Paterson,
Chairperson of the International Legal Aid Group, and the
Honourable Chief Justice Geoffrey MA Tao-li, Chief Justice
of the Court of Final Appeal as keynote speakers. Professor
Paterson introduced to the Conference the trend and
development of legal aid, the pros and cons of different
legal aid programmes and models adopted by various
jurisdictions, the challenges for legal aid and access to justice
for the 21st century and the way forward. The Honourable
Chief Justice Geoffrey Ma delivered a speech on “Access to
the Quality of Justice” The Council was also honoured to
have the Honourable Mr Justice Johnson LAM Man-hon,
Judge of the Court of First Instance of the High Court to make
a luncheon speech. He delivered a speech on “Development
of Mediation in Hong Kong'.

Other speakers of the Conference included the Minister of
Department of Legal Aid of Ministry of Justice, Mainland
China; the Chairperson of Legal Aid Foundation, Taiwan;
Director of Legal Affairs Bureau, Macau; Assistant Director
of Legal Aid Department, Hong Kong and members of the
Council; etc.

The Conference was well received. It received a total of 130
registrations comprising officials of legal aid authorities, legal
aid practitioners, academics, and representatives of non-
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MEESEM » £1302KEFRBEA  governmental organizations of Mainland China, Taiwan,
o~ B ORFIMEBNEREEER  Macau and Hong Kong. To record the meaningful event, a
K& IEZEREIFEE - 2EMFBHT  booklet entitled “Cross-strait Legal Aid Conference May 2011
BERRETSM - ALEEBBEESE  was produced.

WEE  AREINE—AKELE "TRE

oA REN R L NET -

INTERNATIONAL LEGAL AID GROUP CONFERENCE
BIFERBBMEE2011 201

KEREMREBELIRERARHEE T

ANARSEMBEERITHEEEEM  Council Member Dr Lee George LAM, on behalf of the

BAsTE 2011 o Council, attended the International Legal Aid Group (ILAG)
Conference 2011 held in Helsinki, Finland in June.

BRI EREBAE 199 2FEHEHEBNG . ,
B A BB Alan PatersonZiS g ILAG was established in 1992 by Professor Alan Paterson of

v B EHERERB -+ NERRLY Strathcllyde.Unive.rsity, Sgotland. IF is a network of legal aid
SEEENER AR ENES RN speoa‘hsts IﬂC|L.Jd.Ing ch|ef exec.:ut|v.es. and managers frgm
FRESAEE HFEEEanEs legal a|d‘cor.nm|55|ons, high rar.wkmg civil .ser'vanFs anq leading
BEERNERE  EEo2SRBREE acgdemlcs in over 24.countr|e.s. |'FS mlsspn is to improve
RS 5 2 TR A 2 2 IR IS O B S AR ewdence.-based po||cy'—mak|.ng in thg field of pgverty
oo g8 T ST A S 5 LI LU !egal ser.V|ces through dlscus.5|on a.nd dialogue relating to
BENESE B ERRTEE |ntemat|o'na| Qevelopmentls in pohcy ar?d re.se‘ath.' I.LAG
A DS R R E R S focgses primarily orlw the partlcular issues raised in jurisdictions
BELHEESEE  BATEEERE V\./hlch'have estabhshed 'hlghl'y de\{eloped .syste'mé of Iegal
A B TS & T B T aid. It is now expanding its brief to include jurisdictions with
B o less developed systems, particularly in jurisdictions close to
its conference sites.
EFAREBEMERT—RHE | oG holds conference biennially. For reasons of
RHNER HHGRRERALS manageability, the conferences are open only by invitation.
5 - ARESM2005 ~ 2007RH2009F 1o coyncil participated in the 2005, 2007 and 2009
WSS 2011 EMBFEMABREAR  onferences. The Heisinki Conference 2011 is the fourth
RFEMREGEBAREBERESEE © | Ac conference to which the Council was invited. Such
R HRB2OBARABOANRET " nference brought together 86 representatives including
BREBRHEESREREDHTE N policy makers and researchers in the legal aid field from 26
o RYBNBRERBIERTE  ontries, Apart from the introduction of legal aid work in
e & LNGER T H B S Sl different jurisdictions, there was discussion on the increasing
RILERE - URERRBERREN prominence of legal aid in arbitration and mediation, as well

BRI as the importance of quality assurance in legal aid services.
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