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Liaison with Stakeholders
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The Administration

The Council maintains regular contact with the
Administration, an important stakeholder of legal aid.

During the past year, the Home Affairs Bureau (HAB) has
provided the Council with information on different legal
aid issues, including the “Administration’s Position on the
Council's Recommendations on the Independence of
Legal Aid” and “Legal Aid Coverage of Election Petition
and Defamation in Overseas Jurisdictions” in May 2014,
the “Policy Initiatives of the Home Affairs Bureau” and the
"Proposed Amendment of the Legal Aid (Assessment
of Resources and Contributions) Regulations (Cap. 91B)
and Adjustment of the Financial Eligibility Limits of
the Ordinary and Supplementary Legal Aid Schemes”
in January 2015. For the aforesaid submissions, the
representatives of HAB were invited to attend the Council
meetings to brief and exchange views with Council
members.

Other Stakeholders of Legal Aid

The Council recognises the importance of obtaining
stakeholders' feedback in discharging its function to give
advice to the Chief Executive on legal aid policy. On the
issues relating to improper touting activities, the Council
had a meeting with the Personal Injuries Committee and
the Legal Aid Committee of the Law Society of Hong
Kong on 30 October 2014. The suggestions made by the
Law Society were subsequently discussed at the Council
meeting held in December 2014. Apart from meetings
on legal aid issues, the Council chairman was invited by
the Law Society as an officiating guest at the opening
ceremony of the Law Week 2014 held on 29 November
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2014. The Bar Association also invited the Council
chairman and members to attend the Seminar on Legal
Aid Reform and Quality Assurance Scheme held on 8
September 2014.

International Legal Aid Group

International Legal Aid Group (ILAG) is a grouping of legal
aid and legal services policy makers and scholars as well
as a research adviser to the Scottish Legal Aid Board. It
is guided by an international steering committee with
Professor Alan Paterson, Professor of Law of University of
Strathclyde, as its Chair. Its mission is to improve evidence-
based policy-making in the field of poverty legal services
through discussion and dialogue relating to international
developments in policy and research. ILAG conferences
take place every two years. On the invitation of ILAG,
Council member Ms Juliana CHOW has, on behalf of the
Council, attended its Conference 2015 held in Edinburgh,

Scotland from 10 to 12 June 2015.
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