/
G143 25 BB ER

Llalson with Stakeholders

ABEPEBWREF 2 ENEER Eﬂb$%?\t
AEBRATERERESR

The Council recognizes the importance of
obtaining stakeholders' feedback in discharging
its function to give advice to the Chief Executive
on legal aid policy.
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Other Stakeholders of Legal Aid
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The Council maintains regular contact with the
Administration, an important stakeholder of legal aid.

In the past year, HAB provided the Council with
information on different legal aid issues, including
the LegCo Brief entitled “Legal Aid (Assessment
of Resources and Contributions) (Amendment)
Regulation 2015" and the submissions to LegCo AJLS
Panel entitled “Provision of legal aid and assignments
of lawyers to legally aided persons by the Legal Aid
Department’, “Policy initiatives of the Home Affairs

Bureau” and “Proposed Increase of Criminal Legal Aid
Fees” For the last two submissions, the representatives
of HAB attended the Council meeting to brief and
exchange views with Council members.

The Council recognizes the importance of obtaining
stakeholders' feedback in discharging its function to
give advice to the Chief Executive on legal aid policy.
Therefore, on the expansion of Supplementary Legal
Aid Scheme, the Council had shared the preliminary
proposal of the working group set up for reviewing
the Scheme with Hong Kong Bar Association and the
Law Society of Hong Kong, both of which provided
their views on the matter in November 2015. As
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regards the provision of legal assistance to detainees
at police stations, the Council through its Interest
Group on Scope of Legal Aid had obtained the views
of stakeholders before finalising its recommendations
and making submission to the Chief Executive.
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To ensure equality before the law and access to justice
by people of limited means, it is the mission of the
Council to help increase public awareness of legal aid.

The Council Chairman officiated at the opening
ceremony of the annual territory-wide event "Law
Week 2015"which was launched by the Law Society of
Hong Kong. The opening ceremony was held at Tamar
Park on 28 November 2015. It was also attended by
the Chief Justice of the Court of Final Appeal, the
Hon Mr Justice Geoffrey Ma; the Secretary for Justice,
Mr Rimsky Yuen; the Legislative Councillor for the
Legal Functional Constituency, Mr Dennis Kwok;
the Chairman of the Hong Kong Bar Association, Ms
Winnie Tam; the President of the Law Society of Hong
Kong, Mr Stephen Hung; and the Chairlady of Law
Week 2015 Organizing Committee, Ms Ann Yeung.
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From time to time, the Council will participate
in conference on legal aid organized by other
jurisdictions with a view to drawing reference to the
overseas experience when reviewing the legal aid

policy.

Council member Ms Juliana CHOW, on behalf of the
Council, attended the International Legal Aid Group
Conference held in Edinburgh, Scotland from 10 to 12
June 2015.

The International Legal Aid Group (ILAG) is a network
of legal aid specialists including chief executives and
managers from legal aid commissions, high ranking
civil servants and leading academics in over two
dozen countries. It is guided by an international
steering group with Professor Alan Paterson as its
Chair. Its mission is to improve evidence-based policy-
making in the field of poverty legal services through
discussion and dialogue relating to international
developments in policy and research. ILAG focuses
primarily on the particular issues raised in jurisdictions
which have established highly developed systems of
legal aid. However, it is expanding its brief to include
jurisdictions with less developed systems, particularly
in jurisdictions close to its conference sites.

Regarding the ILAG Conference 2015, there were
three themes emerged from the papers presented.
The first was the rise of technology to help deliver
legal services. Second, while legal aid was cut back in
the leading jurisdictions that had established highly
developed systems of legal aid, some countries began
to develop new schemes, particularly crime. The third
was the peer review and quality assurance.
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