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A person is financially eligible for legal aid if his financial
resources do not exceed the financial eligibility limit (FEL).
“Financial resources” means the aggregate of that person’s
monthly disposable income multiplied by 12 and disposable
capital. A person’s disposable income is his gross income minus
deductible items as allowed under the Legal Aid (Assessment
of Resources and Contributions) Regulations, Cap. 91B (“the
Regulations”). His disposable capital consists of all assets of a
capital nature, such as the sum of his credit balance, money due
to him, the value of his interest in non-money resources, the
value of business or share in a company etc., unless such items
should be excluded from calculation under the Regulations.

The Review

Pursuant to the Government'’s report to the Legislative Council
(LegCo) on the Legal Aid (Amendment) Bill 1999 in September
1999, the FELs under the Ordinary Legal Aid Scheme (OLAS) and
Supplementary Legal Aid Scheme (SLAS) are reviewed annually
to take into account general price movement and biennially to
take into account changes in litigation costs and other relevant
factors.

In the latest annual review of FELs, the Home Affairs Bureau
(HAB) proposed to adjust the FELs upward by 4% in accordance
with the increase in Consumer Price Index (C) (CPI(C)) for the
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period from July 2014 to July 2016. The impact of general price
movement after July 2016 will be reflected in the next review.
The FELs before and after the adjustment are shown below —
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FELs before Adjustment FELs after Adjustment
EEaET 8 THYERIEY
Legal aid under OLAS $290,380 $302,000
i 290,380 302,000
Criminal legal aid $290, $302,
IV A PAUERAED $1,451,900 $1,509,980
Legal aid under SLAS R e
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As for the biennial review, HAB sought assistance from the two
legal professional bodies but were advised that no information
on private litigation costs was available. Therefore, it has not
been able to make any adjustment to the FELs on the basis of
changes in litigation costs since the introduction of the biennial
review in 2000.

Implementation of Proposal

In June 2017, HAB informed the LASC of the FELs review
outcome. In accordance with section 7 of the Legal Aid
Ordinance, HAB moved a resolution in LegCo to adjust the FELs.
The new FELs came into effect from 9 February 2018.

The Council welcomes the increase.

Review of Financial Eligibility Limits of Legal Aid Applicants



	法律援助服務局2017-2018年報
	檢討法律援助申請人的財務資格限額




