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Establishment

On 1 September 1996, the Legal Aid Services Council (“the
Council”) was established under the Legal Aid Services
Council Ordinance (Cap. 489). It is an independent
statutory body set up to oversee the administration of the
legal aid services provided by the Legal Aid Department

(LAD) and to advise the Chief Executive on legal aid policy.

Since its establishment, the Council has made
recommendations on various aspects of legal aid
services in Hong Kong. It has advised the Government
on policy relating to the eligibility criteria and scope of
legal aid services. It has proposed measures to enhance
the independence of legal aid system. It has suggested
improvements in the administration of legal aid services such
as the application and processing procedures, system for
assigning cases to lawyers in private practice and monitoring
of such cases, appeal procedures against the refusal of
legal aid, etc. The Council has also put forward opinions on

enhancing the operational transparency of LAD.
Vision
The Council actively contributes to upholding and enhancing

the rule of law by striving to ensure equality before the law

and access 1o justice by people of limited means.
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Mission

The Council’'s mission is to ensure the provision of high quality,
efficient and effective legal aid services, to secure adequate
funding therefor, to try to improve continually the legal and
administrative systems for the provision of legal aid, to help
increase public awareness of legal aid, and to keep under

review the establishment of an independent legal aid authority.

Values

Committed

The Council is committed to its work and upholds its vision,
mission and values because it believes that legal aid is essential
to the rule of law. It contributes positively to the provision of legal
aid services. While adhering to the Legal Aid Services Council
Ordinance, the Council endeavours to improve its provisions in

pursuit of its vision, mission and values.

Independent and Fair

A greater degree of independence in legal aid administration
was one of the reasons for establishing the Council in 1996.
Independence is therefore one of its core values. Thus,
while acknowledging the interests or views of different
stakeholders, the Council takes a disinterested position and
pursues the course of action which contributes most to the
rule of law and equality before the law. It will not ignore any

fact or view that may be presented to it.

Accessible

The Council aims to be accessible to the public, to
stakeholders, and to interested parties locally or overseas. [t
will make arrangements to facilitate members of the public
to obtain information about the Council and its work, to
communicate with the Council on specific issues, and to take
part in the Council’'s work, insofar as this does not prejudice

the discharge of its responsibilities.
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Transparent

A better understanding of the Council will enhance public
trust in the Council and the legal aid services being provided.
This is a pre-requisite to achieve public participation in the
Council’s work. Hence, the Council will make known to the
public its work insofar as this does not breach confidentiality

in respect of specific issues or on specific occasions.

Responsive

Legal aid services are provided within a wider environment.
In order to provide sound advice on policy and effective
supervision of the legal aid services provided by LAD, the
Council has to be sensitive and proactive in response to
changes in social, economic and political conditions, legal
practices and technological innovation. Besides, timely and
comprehensive response to public complaints or enquiries
will build more effective channels of communication with
the public and will contribute to greater public participation
in legal aid administration through the Council. Thus, the

Council is ready to listen, to follow up with research, to

deliberate and to act promptly.
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Functions

The Council is responsible for overseeing the administration
of the legal aid services provided by LAD. The LAD is

accountable to the Council for the provision of such services.
In discharging its responsibility, the Council may —

(a) formulate policies governing the provision of services

by LAD and give advice on its policy direction;

(b) review the work of LAD from time to time and make
such arrangements as are expedient and proper to
ensure the efficient and economical discharge of its

functions and provision of legal aid services;

() keep under review the services provided by LAD and

its development plans; and

(d)  consider and advise on LAD’s estimates of expenditure.

However, the Council does not have the power to direct LAD
on staff matters and the handling of individual cases by the

Department.

The Council also serves as the Chief Executive’s advisory
body on the policy of the Government concerning publicly-

funded legal aid services provided by LAD. It advises on —

(@  the eligibility criteria, scope and mode of delivery
of services, future plans for improvements, funding

requirements and future development of legal aid policy;

(b)  the feasibility and desirability of the establishment of

an independent legal aid authority; and

(c)  any other aspect of legal aid which the Chief Executive

may from time to time refer to the Council.
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Membership

The Council consists of a Chairman who is not a public officer,
a barrister or solicitor and, in the opinion of the Chief Executive,
is not connected in any other way directly with the practice of
law; two barristers and two solicitors, each holding a practising
certificate issued under the Legal Practitioners Ordinance
(Cap. 159); and four persons who, in the opinion of the Chief
Executive, are not connected in any way with the practice of law.
All members are appointed by the Chief Executive. The Director

of Legal Aid sits on the Council as an ex-officio member.

Members of the Council as of 31 March 2021 are listed below —
Prof. William LEUNG Wing-cheung SBS, JP (Chairman)

Mr Nicholas CHAN Hiu-fung MH, JP

Ms Karen LAM

Mrs Ayesha Macpherson LAU BBS, JP

Ms Serena LAU Sze Wan JP

Ms Rosita LEE Pui Shan
Mr Timothy E.D. PARKER
Mr Randy SHEK

Miss Iris WAN Lai-sze

Mr Thomas Edward KWONG JP,
Director of Legal Aid (ex-officio)
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KEE About the Members

RAKEFEHR SBS, JP (£FF)

Prof. William LEUNG Wing-cheung SBS, JP (Chairman)

A senior banker who has held top positions in traditional

bank, securities company, and virtual bank
Executive Chairman of a Hong Kong listed company

Chairman of the Task Force for the Study on Tenancy
Control of Sub-Divided Units

Served as Chairman of Estate Agents Authority, Chairman
of Employee Retraining Board, Hong Kong Dance
Company, Council Chairman of the Hong Kong Academy
for Performing Arts, and Treasurer of Hong Kong Baptist

University Council and Court

Awarded Honorary Doctorate by the Hong Kong Academy
for Performing Arts, Honorary University Fellow of Hong
Kong Baptist University, Honorary Fellow of HKUSpace,

Honorary Fellow of Vocational Training Council

Appointed Honorary Professor of Hong Kong Baptist
University Business School and Adjunct Professor of
Hang Seng University
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Vice Chairman, eBRAM International Online Dispute

Resolution Centre

Vice Chairman, InnoTech Committee, The Law Society of
Hong Kong

Council Member and Chairman of Knowledge Transfer
Committee, Hong Kong University of Science and
Technology

Council Member, Fu Hong Society

Advisory Committee Member, Hong Kong Innovation and

Technology Venture Fund

Committee Member, PolyU Technology Transfer

Management Committee
Member, HKU PCLL Academic Board
Member, CityU PCLL Academic Board

Hospital Governing Committee member, Castle Peak
Hospital and Siu Lam Hospital

Member, Hong Kong Athletes Career & Education
Programme Committee of the Sports Federation &

Olympics Committee of Hong Kong
Partner, Squire Patton Boggs

Substantive Member, Human Organ Transplant Board
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Ms Karen LAM

Council Member, The Law Society of Hong Kong

Vice-Chairlady, Standing Committee on Member

Services, The Law Society of Hong Kong

Member, Standing Committee on Practitioners Affairs,

The Law Society of Hong Kong
Member, Board of Review (Inland Revenue Ordinance)

Member, Costs Committee (established under section 74

of the Legal Practitioners Ordinance (Cap. 159))
Member, Advisory Board of Wing Wah Charity Foundation

Member, All-China Youth Federation (Hong Kong SAR

representative)
Solicitor, Hong Kong SAR
Accredited General Mediator, HKMAAL

Mediator for Cross-border Commercial Dispute
Resolution within the Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macao
Greater Bay Area appointed under the special invitation of

the Guangdong High Courts

Senior Associate, Seyfarth Shaw
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Practising Accountant

Member of the Institute of Chartered Accountants in

England and Wales

Member of the Hong Kong Institute of Certified Public

Accountants

Accounting Advisor of the Ministry of Finance of the

People’s Republic of China

Member of the Chinese People’s Political Consultative

Conference of Jiangsu Province

Chairperson of International Fiscal Association - Hong

Kong Branch
Member of Joint Liaison Committee on Taxation

Chairman and Non-Executive Director of Mandatory

Provident Fund Schemes Authority

Chairman and Non-Executive Director of MPFA's wholly

owned subsidiary, eMPF Platform Company Limited
Member of Financial Leaders Forum

Member of Exchange Fund Advisory Committee of the

Hong Kong Monetary Authority

Member of Financial Infrastructure and Market
Development Sub-Committee of the Exchange Fund

Advisory Committee

Member of Governance Sub-Committee of the Exchange

Fund Advisory Committee
Director of Hong Kong Academy of Finance Limited

Member of Advisory Panel on BEPS 2.0
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Member of Public Service Commission
Chairman of Joint Committee on Student Finance
Member of Council of the University of Hong Kong

Previously served as Chairperson, Deputy Chair and
Member of the Hong Kong Institute of Certified Public
Accountants Taxation Committee, Chair of the Taxation
Faculty Executive Committee of the Hong Kong Institute
of Certified Public Accountants and Deputy Chairperson

of HKICPA Community Services Committee

Previously served as member of Lump Sum Grant
Independent Review Committee, Task Force on Economic
Challenges, Financial Reporting Review Panel of the
Financial Reporting Council, Market Development
Committee of the Financial Services Development Councill,
Policy Research Committee of the Financial Services
Development Council, Hong Kong Trade Development
Council, Independent Commission Against Corruption
Advisory Committee on Corruption, Harbourfront
Commission, Aviation Development Advisory Committee,
Standing Committee on Judicial Salaries and Conditions

of Service and Women'’s Commission

SEEEB RIS 2020-2021 £ 3R
LEGAL AID SERVICES COUNCIL ANNUAL REPORT 2020-2021

1l



12

FARNEER
About the LASC

ZFELL JP

Ms Serena LAU Sze Wan JP

ey it
o FBM
o BARE
o BFFERRZE
o IXEHE
o hEREBRASY
s EEFEEMEERE
o BEREMESL

o HEBE

>|+¢ I
1|
hiiN
39
i3S
il

o
b
=

(EX8)

S0
if2)
10

W W

\
/!

S0
i3

. |
10

il

ME
XA
il
i3

H
o
e
\
/!

WA h

\
/!

=

H%
o¥
D'E!IL
{0
I8
1o

i3S
T W
meo)

\
/!

=

m

mn
i3
XA
]

\
/!

mn
i3
XA
]

\
/!

‘H]]I]
i3
HE
—\ g
B
}Vkiy&
il

\
/!

WM SR

- RETEEFELET  MERERER
RAREENENEES

SEEEB RIS S 2020-2021 £ 2R
LEGAL AID SERVICES COUNCIL ANNUAL REPORT 2020-2021

Fellow, Hong Kong Institute of Surveyors (FHKIS)

Registered Professional Surveyor (General Practice
Division), HKSAR

Member, Hong Kong Housing Authority
Member, Youth Development Commission

Member, Small and Medium Enterprises Committee
(SMEC), Trade and Industry Department

Member, Advisory Committee on Chinese Medicine

Development Fund
Member, Supervisory Board, Hong Kong Housing Society

Member, Disciplinary Panel, Hong Kong Institute of

Surveyors
Lay Assessor, The Medical Council of Hong Kong
Member, Disciplinary Panel, CPA Australia

Previously served as Director of Board of the Urban
Renewal Fund, Member of Estate Agents Authority and

President of Hong Kong Institute of Surveyors
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Ms Rosita LEE Pui Shan

Head of Investment Products and Advisory Business of

Hang Seng Bank Limited

Director and Chief Executive Officer of Hang Seng

Investment Management Limited

Director and Chief Executive Officer of Hang Seng

Investment Services Limited

Director of Hang Seng Qianhai Fund Management
Company Limited
Non-Executive Director of The Financial Reporting

Council

Member of the Board of Trustees, The Hong Kong Jockey

Club Music and Dance Fund

Advisory Committee Member of The Sir David Trench

Fund for Recreation Investment Advisory Committee

Advisory Committee Member of The Correctional
Services Children’s Education Trust Investment Advisory
Board

Member of the China Committee of Hong Kong General

Chamber of Commerce

Member of Beta Gamma Sigma (Hong Kong University of

Science and Technology)

Member of Hong Kong Academy of Finance
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Practising Barrister

- Hong Kong (2009), Denis Chang’s Chambers

- England & Wales (2017), Blackstone Chambers
- Awarded the Bar Scholarship, Hong Kong (2008)

- Specialises in public law, international law, competition

and commercial law

- Appeared in numerous leading cases in the Court of

Final Appeal, the Privy Council, and other courts

Holds an LLM (Cantab), LLB and PCLL (HKU), BA
(Chinese Studies) (Melbourne)

Member, Hong Kong Bar Association Committee on

International Law

Member, Hong Kong Bar Association Committee on

Constitutional Affairs and Human Rights

Appointed to the Hong Kong Competition Commission’s

Panel of External Counsel
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Mr Randy SHEK

A criminal defence counsel with main areas of practice in

criminal law, human rights and civil liberties, and public law
Member of the Hong Kong Bar Association Bar Council

Member of the Criminal Law and Procedure Committee
and the Constitutional Affairs and Human Rights

Committee of the Hong Kong Bar Association

Member of the 2012 and 2017 Election Committee for the

Election of the Chief Executive for the Legal Sub-sector
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Consultant on cocreation for public and nonprofit sector
Consultant on youth engagement
Leadership training instructor

13 years of experience providing leadership development
and cocreation training for over 10 000 individuals
including young leaders and senior executives from the

nonprofit, public and private sectors

Served in nonprofits advocating for youth empowerment,

education equality and well being of vulnerable families
Member of the Consumer Council
Member of the Transport Advisory Committee

Co-opted Member of The Board of Management of the

Chinese Permanent Cemeteries

Global Shaper under the World Economic Forum (Hong
Kong Hub)
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Graduated with Bachelor of Political Science and
Bachelor of Laws

Admitted as Solicitor of the Supreme Court of New South
Wales, Supreme Court of England and Wales and the

High Court of Hong Kong

Joined the Legal Aid Department in October 1987 as
Legal Aid Counsel

Appointed Director of Legal Aid in September 2013

Member of the Civil Justice Reform Monitoring
Committee, SJ’s Steering Committee on Mediation
and Regulatory Framework Sub-Committee, HKMAAL
Mediation Accreditation Committee and the Law Society’s
Judging Panel for the Pro Bono & Community Work

Recognition Programme

Honorable member of the Organising Committee of the

3" Asian Mediation Association Conference (2014)

Previously served as member of the CJ’'s Working Party
on Mediation, Civil Court Users’ Committee, Criminal
Court Users’ Committee, Criminal Procedure Rules
Committee, Steering Committee on Family Mediation,
SJ’'s Working Group on Mediation, SJ’s Mediation Task
Force, Law Reform Commission Sub-Committee on
Class Actions, Employees’ Compensation Assistance
Fund Board, Traffic Accident Victims Assistance
Advisory Committee and HKIAC Mediator Accreditation
Committee
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